The Nashville Number System:
A Pop(ular) Alternative to
Roman Numerals and Figured Bass

Trevor de Clercq

MIDDLE
TENNESSEE

STATE UNIVERSITY

June 2, 2017
Lee University: Cleveland, TN



4 J=116

KEY oF E 4
STREETS OF BALTIMORE
(Bossy BagE)
W/HAgpsICHORD LEAD-IN \/97 1 4 4
N 1 1 1 1
5 5 1
ve) 1 4 1 4 /)
c s 4 4 ¢/ 1 4 4
5 5 1
\/27 1 4 1 4 SPOKEN VoCAL
8) 5 5 { 1 bt >
ve) 1 4 1 4 > :




4 J=116

KEY oF E 4
STREETS OF BALTIMORE
(Bossy BagE)
W/HAgpsICHORD LEAD-IN \/97 1 4 4
N 1 1 1 1
5 5 1
ve) 1 4 1 4 /)
c s 4 4 ¢/ 1 4 4
5 5 1
\/27 1 4 1 4 SPOKEN VoCAL
8) 5 5 { 1 bt >
ve) 1 4 1 4 > :




“Long Time Gone” (Dixie Chicks, 2002)
Transcription in Neal 2007

Introduction [D Major] (time 0:00) Bridge [modulatory] (2:04)
I I I VIV, AUl (pivot modulation from E Major to G Major)
\Y% \% \% 1 v v \% VI
1 I I IVIV
\4 \V4 V4 1 ,L, (pivot modulation back from G Major to E Majory
bvi b V1 b i1 bvIT
Verse 1 [D Major] (0:24) ‘
1 1 1 IVIV ,I_, (circle-of ~fifths progression back to D Major,
s 4 4 I 114 I \% 4
I 1 1 VIV
\% \% \% I Verse 3 [D Major] (2:21)
1 I 1 IVIV
Chorus 1 [D Major] (0:46) \% \% \% I
VI \% VI V. phrase |1 I I V1V
v 16 v % overlap |y \% Vv I

nterlude 1 [D Major] (0:56) Chorus 3 (expanded) [D Major] (2:44)

I I IVIV IVI \% VI \%
Vv ' % I v 16 v Vv
IVI \% IV1 \%
Verse 2 [D Major] (1:07) v 16 v \% 2 Zm;se
I I I VIV overep
\% \% \% I Instr nterlude 3 [D Major] (3:03)
I I I IVIV I I IVIV
\Y% \% \% 1 \% \% \% 1
Chorus 2 [D Major] (1:30) Vocal Outro [D Major] (3:15)
V1 % V1 Vo s |1 I I v
V1 v v 1 A odudation] V v v I
up 1 step 1 I 1 \%
Instrumental Interlude 2 [E Major] (1:42) \% \% \% I
I I I IVIV 1 1 1 \Y%
\Y% \% \% 1 \% \Y% \% 1
1 I I VIV
A% \'% \% I Instrumental Outro [D Major] (3:48)
I 1 I IVIV

\% \% \% I



“Long Time Gone” (Dixie Chicks, 2002)
Transcription in Neal 2007

Verse 1 [D Major] (0:24)

| I | IVIV

\% \% \% |

| | | JVIV |

\% \% \% |

Chorus 1 [D Major] (0:46)

0 Y CIVI \% phrase

o‘veﬂap

VIe |, 1V V

nterlude 1 [D Major] (0:56)
| I VIV |
\% \% \% |




“Long Time Gone” (Dixie Chicks, 2002)

Transcription in Neal 2007
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees

For example, in the Ke)’ Of D:

Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number

Bm”® V1’
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees

For example, in the Ke)’ Of D:

Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number

69
7
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Pop Roman Nashville
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees

For example, in the Ke)’ Of D:

Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Pop Roman Nashville
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees

For example, in the Ke)’ Of D:

Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number

A/E V§ 2

D/A \Y; 0%



“Gorilla” (Bruno Mars, 2012)
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“Gorilla” (Bruno Mars, 2012)
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees

For example, in the Ke)’ Of D:

Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Symbol Numeral Number
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees

For example, in the Ke)’ Of D:

Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number

E? | VIV 2!




Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number

E? | VIV 2!
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees

For example, in the Ke)’ Of D:

Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number

E? | VIV 2!
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees

For example, in the Ke)’ Of D:

Pop Roman Nashville
Symbol Numeral Number
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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Nashville Numbers are Pop Symbols
with note names converted to scale degrees
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““My Life Without You” (Jim Riley, 2009)
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“Misery”’ (P!nk & Steven Tyler, 2001)
Error Detection (Yay!)
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“Misery”’ (P!nk & Steven Tyler, 2001)
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“Misery”’ (P!nk & Steven Tyler, 2001)
Error Detection (Yay!)
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